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TAONGA TU HERITAGE BAY OF PLENTY 

Fact sheet 
Trading name Taonga Tū Heritage Bay of Plenty Charitable Trust 

Charitable Trust #CC57789 

Website: • Taonga Tū Heritage Bay of Plenty 

Its Purpose • The charitable purpose of the organisation is to act as an overarching heritage entity that promotes, 
advocates, connects and enables heritage resources and festivals towards connecting place-based 
heritage sites across the Bay of Plenty for schools, visitors, locals and all interested persons. 

• To actively assist independent heritage entities and activations to realise their own dreams and visions. 
• Developing a series of self-guided maps, a connected interactive website and social media programme 

that work towards making visiting the sites a lot easier across the region. 
• Actioning the 2024 – 2028  Heritage Strategy culminating in establishing a Bay of Plenty Heritage 

Festival that includes the foundational first map in the series: Historic Footprints on Te Papa.  

Vision • While retaining independence, to inspire inclusivity, unity, connection, activity and action aross the 
place-based heritage sector across the region towards the implementation of an inaugural Heritage 
Festival. Many other regions have successful heritage festivals – there is nothing like this in the Bay of 
Plenty. 

Values • Trust, Kotahitanga, Integrity, Manaakitanga, Sharing. 

Kaupapa • Working in partnership with the sector to inspire contemporary innovative ways of connecting the 
region’s historic heritage (legacy handed down) to the living heritage of today.   

• To grow and stimulate our region’s identity through developing and promoting meaningful and 
impactual heritage resources and experiences (printed, web based, digital, and where appropriate, 
physical) that connect to our present to our past. All of which add value for future generations. 

• To support heritage entities across the district to realise their own visions and dreams and and to create 
much needed resourses for schools, tertiary education, locals, and visitors.   

• Based on the maps, to create the inaugural Bay of Plenty Heritage Festival starting in Western Bay and 
expanding across the region. 

Chair & Trusteess • Trustee & Chair: Bruce Farthing: educator, historian;  
• Trustee James Wilson: arts & culture manager, strategic conversations, community, relationships. 
• Trustee: Binnie Brown: business, international marketing,  group facilitation, exporting, communications  

Lawyer • HOBEC 

Accountant • Sutcliffe Graham & Co 
• GST Registered 

National Authorities • Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga (HNZPT)  Lead partner  
Local Authorities • Bay of Plenty Regional Council 

• Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
• Tauranga City Council 

Kaumatua 
Patron 

• Dr Des Kahotea – Archaeologist  
• Dean Waddell – Tauranga businessman 

Navigators & Advisors 
since inception 2017 – 2026 
ongoing and continually 
evolving.  

• Our advisors and navigtors are an ever evolving list: in no particular order: 
Ben Pick, Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, Mark Sykes and Matthew Marr, Te Whare Taonga o 
Taketake - Whakatāne Museum Collections & Research Centre,  Dean Flavell & Fiona Kean (The Tauranga 
Heritage Collection | Museum, Matemoana McDonald, Mark Le Compt & ors. (BoP Regional Council),  
Whakatāne Historical Society, James Denyer, Jodie Rickard and Becks Chambers (Western BoP District 
Council), Chris Nepia (Kaupapa Māori – WBoPDC), Sandra Haigh, (Western Bay Community Archives), Joanna 
Thomas, Lead Tauranga City Libraries and her heritage team; various Mayors and others across Tauranga City 
Council; Peri Kohu (d’cd), Puhiraki Ihaka ONZM (Ōtamataha Trust); Buddy Mikaere (Ngā Tamarāwhao), 

https://www.taongatauranga.net/
https://www.taongatauranga.net/uploads/1/1/8/8/118801554/orokohanga_poutama_-_a_western_bop_heritage_strategy_january_2024.pdf
https://www.footprintsontepapa.nz/
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Pukehinahina Trust; James Muir & Alistair Reece (Te Kohinga);  Sir David Moxon (Anglican Church);  Andrew 
Gregg, Manager The Elms Te Pap; Jack Thatcher CNZM and Aurere Thatcher (Te Puna i Rangariri Trust); 
Carlton Bidois ONZM, Pirirakau (Enviornmental); Colin Reeder (Nga Potiki); Gloria Laison (Tawhitinui | 
Pirirakau); Kathryn Bluett-Advarz (Ngā Potiki – education), Raewyn Douglas – education and Dr Des Kahotea 
– Archaeologist (Ngāti Pukenga); Te Arawa Forum Western Bay District Council; Mel Tata, CEO Ngati Ranginui 
iwi; Paula Gaelic (Western BoP Museum); Chris Bedford (Athenree Homestead); Tauranga Historical Society; 
Omokoroa History Group; Waihi Beach History Group; Whakamārama History Group; Te Puke Geneology 
Group; Te Puke History Group; Sue Matthews - Te Puke Kiwifruit Visitor Centre; John Coster (Archeaologist); 
Christine Clements (Te Puke Geneaology); Graeme Crossman, Te Puke Kiwifruit Country Tours; Paul Cuming 
(WBoP Wildlife Trust)l Oscar Nathan (Tourism Bay of Plenty); 2xs workshops with Western Bay Principals 
Association; visits to 40 individual schools across the region; Jacqui Knight Katch Katikati; Mark Boyle Te Puke 
Edge; various authors: Debbie McCauley, Bob Scott, Trevor Bently, Richard Hart – and many more.  In 
process: Bay Conseration Alliance; Otānewainuku Kiwi Trust, Maketū Wetlands restoration Trust, Forest & 
Bird, Various Trusts and many other enviornmental projects underway across the Western Bay of Plenty.   
• Wide and intensive consultation including Māori consultation and relationship development has taken 

place to form strong, sound and equitable foundation. 
2017 – 2023 

Research, Development   

Tauanga Western Bay 
Strategy 

 

Networking, relationship 
building and development  
 4 x workshops  
 2 x consultations across 
Tauranga and Western Bay 
of Plenty with: 

• Māori / Pākehā 
• Heritage organisations  
• National and local 

bodies. 

2017   Inaugural information gathering & relationship development led to ……. 
2018:  Taonga Tū Website, Facebook and Discussion Paper, which led to … 
2018:  Inaugural Workshop in October 2018 (Māori / Pākehā) which led to …… 
2019:  Scope Document draft, which led to 2 x Workshops with Māori and Pākehā  
            (March and November) 
2020:  Workshop in March with Māori and Pākehā towards a WBoP Heritage 
             Strategy, led to Application for Funding  
2020:  Commissioned the Te Papa Historic Area doc: by John Coster (document gifted to Otamataha Trust) 
2020:  COVID interruptions but some zoom interviews continued 
2020:  Funding of 40K in Sept 2020 for Heritage Strategy from TCC, Funding contribution of 10K  
            from Western Bay District Council towards Heritage, and sponsorship of an additional 10K from  
            various private sponsors, plus a minimum of 30k volunteer time. 
            About the Strategy: Original Budget was $160k but as raising funding during COVID became  
            problematic the Trustees volunteered their expertise, time and financial contributions to complete  
            the strategy to the high standard that it is seen today. See link below.  
2021:  Interviews and workshops continued with first draft going out for consultation. 
2022:  Consultations continued.  A Workshop with WBoP Principals Association re History Curriculum. 
2022:  Second Draft Strategy developed and sent out for final consultation. 
2023:  July – Workshop:  Delivery of Final Draft: Orokohanga Poutama – a Western Bay of Plenty  
            Strategy:  Orokohanga Poutama Heritage Together Kotahitanga  
            Unanimous recommendation by those attending the Workshop for producing a 
            Historic Western Bay Footprints – to start 2023 – for up to 150 sites connecting our heritage: 
            Article Sun Live 20 August 2023 

2017 – 2023 

Community 

Engagement projects and 
contiunuing relationship 
development 

2017: Children’s Heritage Museum Art Exhibition with Tauranga Art Gallery 
2018:  March Seminar breakfast series with national speakers: Ian Taylor, Clayton- 
            McGregor & Celeste Skachill;  Ken Gorby (sponsors and ticket sales) 
2018: Taonga Tū website and Facebook launch - volunteer – and still works on volunteer hours 
2019:  April – May Jazz Festival Retrospective with Tauranga Heritage Collection  
2019:  October Art Exhibition with Tauranga Heritage Collection  
            - the photographic story of The Pounamu – Photographer Adrienne Martyn – curated by  
             Dean Flavell 
2020:   January Art Exhibition - Arohanui Matthews – Artist and Māori educator  
2020:   September:  An evening with Joe Williams and Simon Dallow  -  Video has   
             828 Views (click the link above it has had 1.7k views) 
2021:  WBoP Symposium: Haere whakamua, hoki whakamui Going Forward Thinking Back:  
            Speakers: Colin Reeder (Nga Potiki), Jack Thatcher CNZM (Te Puna i Rangariri  
            Trust), Archbishop Philip Richardson, Anne Blyth & Shane Te Ruki.  MC Sir David  

http://www.taongatauranga.net/uploads/1/1/8/8/118801554/te_papa_the_heritage_area_of_tauranga_city_.pdf
https://www.taongatauranga.net/uploads/1/1/8/8/118801554/orokohanga_poutama_-_a_western_bop_heritage_strategy_january_2024.pdf
https://www.sunlive.co.nz/news/325488-a-strategy-to-connect-our-heritage.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rs54DDcSt1o
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            Moxon.   
2021:  Symposium:  twice postponed because of COVID-19. Planned to re-introduce when a Heritage  
            Festival can be established 
2022:  November 1st Edition: Historic Tauranga CBD Map, Guide & Website:  
            Ngā Tapuwae ki Te Papa - Footprints on Te Papa. 72 sites of historic interest in Tga CBD.   
2023:  2nd Edition of Ngā Tapuwae ki Te Papa 
2023 – 2028 Western Bay of Plenty Heritage Strategy  

   2024-2028 2024: Revision of Bay of Plenty wide Historical Review – a Journal of History for Bay of Plenty that needs  
            updating and digitising 
2024: First presentations to iwi forum and community groups for their input into Historic Footprints on  
           Western Bay printed Map and intraactive website. 
2025: Continual community consultation with stakeholders, funders, heritage groups, various iwi/hapū  
            as identified above along with Fundraising for Western Bay of Plenty Footprints series.   
            NOTE: This project will integrate a an updated Edition of Footprints on Te Papa Map and Guide 
2025: Presentations of the draft Western Bay Heritage map a continual work in progress with 
               consultations continuing and always evolving. Community input.  
2025/6: Historic Western Bay of Plenty Footprints Map, Guide and Website – research continues and first  
               draft almost complete - proposed release May/June 2026 with further launches in Te Puke, Katikati  
               & Tauranga City at the opening of the new Library in October 2026. 
2026      Developing an infrastructure and funding plan to extend the Historic Footprints series throughout  
               Eastern Bay of Plenty and Rotorua Lakes District. 
2026..    Developing and planning the infrastructure and funding for implementating the inaugural Bay of  
               Plenty Heritage Festival starting with the Western Bay of Plenty with plans to extend into Eastern  
               Bay of Plenty and Rotorua Lakes as the festival evolves 

Funding & Support 

2017 - 2026 

As this has been volunteer led, based on a strong strategy with strong iwi and community support 
outstanding funding support has been granted along the way: Tauranga City Libraries, & Council; Western 
Bay of Plenty District Council & their Community Libraries, Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, TECT, Bay 
Trust, Acorn Foundation, Tauranga City Council, The Lion Foundation, Rotary, Western Bay Museum, 
Western Bay Wildlife Trust, KatchKatikati, Te Puke Edge, Western Bay Principals Association, Pub Charity, 
Grassroots, Four Winds, BeeNZ, Trevelyan’s, Western Bay of Plenty Creative NZ Communities and private 
donors. 

Next Steps Taonga Tū is now seeking ongoing funding to complete tand support the map and website and to set the 
foundations towards the framework and infrastructure for a region wide Heritage Festival that is planned 
to start in Western Bay of Plenty 2027/2028 with expected expansion into Eastern Bay of Plenty and 
Rotorual Lakes in successive years. 

 
Bruce Farthing 

Chair Taonga Tū Heritage Bay of Plenty 

 

 

 

   April 2026 

 

 

 

https://www.footprintsontepapa.nz/
https://www.footprintsontepapa.nz/
https://www.taongatauranga.net/uploads/1/1/8/8/118801554/orokohanga_poutama_-_a_western_bop_heritage_strategy_january_2024_copy_3.pdf
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